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the current of his life and not against it. Which'of
us would not have dismissed Hamlet in actual life
contemptuously as a week-kneed dreamer ? Which of
us would have distinguished between Othello and a
vulgar murderer? But once handled by the vast
reverence of the master, the shallowest dare not
commit himself to such superficiality. It would seem
as if the genius of the great dramatist has lain even
more in his gifts of heart than in those of mind.

To read the life and effort of foreign peoples truly,
we stand in overwhelming need of this;Shakespearian
nature. It is an accident of empire that the England
which produced Shakespeare should require such per-
sons more than any other country. It is fast think-
ing that our great bard, who so nobly interpreted
the sorrows and the indignation of- the Jew, could
have failed with his gentle vision to pierce the
mask of the Chinaman, the Hindoo, the African or
the red Indian, and to set them before us, clothed
with universal humanity, men like ourselves,,each
less large than we in some points, but in others
infinitely nobler.

'No gift receives the homage of the East like the
power of seeing transcendent oneness, where the
senses tell only of diversity. The man who can do
this in any great degree is called a rishi, or soul of
perfected insight. Such perfected insight it ,was
that distinguished Shakespeare* He had the gifts to